
  

 
 

PROGRAMME 

Prof. Dr. Andreas Bommarius, Georgia Tech, School of Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering, 

Atlanta, USA 

 

Trends in Interfacing Biobased Industry requirements with Bioeconomy Education - Case study: 

Chem. Eng. at Georgia Tech 
The presentation covers a case study of how an American public university, here the Georgia Institute of 

Technology in Atlanta, GA, integrated Biotechnology into its engineering education and which other measures 

it took to educate its students about business and entrepreneurship.  Discussion with all stakeholders, such as 

the students themselves and potential employers, is key to developing a robust and challenging, yet up-to-date 

and highly beneficial curriculum.    

 
 

Prof. Dr. Stefan Lutz, Senior Vice President Research, CODEXIS, Redwood City, USA 
 

Interfacing bio-based industry requirements with bioeconomy education  
The integration of key business principles in academic training is an essential feature in preparing the next 

generation of innovators and entrepreneurs. Beyond instilling scientific curiosity, problem solving skills, and a 

desire for life-long learning, tƘŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ōƛƻŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ include elements of 

business, elevate the importance of hard and soft leadership skills, and emphasize the importance of clear and 

effective communication to diverse audiences including scientists, investors and customers. 

 
 

Prof. Dr. Blake A. Simmons, Biological Systems and Engineering, Lawrence Berkeley National 

Laboratory, Joint BioEnergy Institute, Adjunct Professor at University of California, Berkeley, USA 

and University of Queensland, Australia  

 

Educating the Workforce that will Drive the Bioeconomy - A Case Study 

While the 21st century will undoubtedly be recognized for advances in the biological and life 

sciences, another important element in magnifying the positive impacts of these advances is to 

enable the global bioeconomy, especially in the realms of developing advanced biomanufacturing 

technologies to replace and displace current manufacturing techniques that are energy intensive and 

have a negative effect on the environment. One critical aspect that will determine how quickly these 

new biomanufacturing technologies are deployed in the marketplace is a diverse and skilled 

workforce capable of ensuring safe and sustainable operations at scale. I will highlight recent joint 

efforts between UC-Berkeley and Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory to address this critical 
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Joint US-European Webinar on Biocatalysis and Bioeconomy Education   

Monday, 16th August 2021 at 16:00 ς 18:00 CET 
Welcome Address: Willi Meier DECHEMA, Frankfurt 
Chairs: Jan Lucht, SKB, scienceindustries, Zurich; Karsten Schürrle, DECHEMA, Frankfurt; Roland Wohlgemuth,  
              Lodz University of Technology, SKB, ESAB Chair  
Moderator: Willi Meier DECHEMA, Frankfurt 

 


